
Ahmedabad: Even as the city
celebrates Kankaria Carnival,
eleven-year-old Arjun, whose
family was displaced as part of
the Kankaria lake development
project, works at a tea stall in Ga-
neshnagar. Arjun does not want
to resume his schooling as he en-
joys his new work and now
aims to be able to put
correct amount of
sugar in the tea.
Arjun and his
elder brother,
who works
at a sari
warehouse,
dropped out
of school
and stayed at
home till they
found work af-
ter the displace-
ment.

The boys are among
the many children who were
forced to turn to child labour due
to various infrastructure beauti-
fication projects undertaken by
the state government, reveals a
study, conducted as part of a pro-
ject by the Public Systems
Group at the Indian Institute 
of Management, Ahmedabad
(IIM-A).

Similarly, Sunandaben’s
four children – in the age group
of eight to 16 - used to go to school
before being ‘resettled’ in Ga-

neshnagar. All four children had
no choice but to drop out of
school because the increase in
distance from the school result-
ed in high transportation costs.
The children either help their fa-
ther in his job of stacking boxes
or help their mother in domestic
chores.

The project has also involved
students of public policy at
IIM-A, who have made films on
the impact of displacement on
the educational and occupation-
al aspirations of urban poor
families.

“The Bus Rapid Transit Sys-
tem (BRTS), development of
Vastrapur and Kankaria lake

and the Sabarmati riverfront
project have all creat-

ed child labourers
in the city. There

are no schools
close to
where these
families
have been
moved, and
hence, evic-

ted families
cannot afford

to send their
children to

schools which are
far away. Earlier, the dai-

ly wage earners used to earn Rs
80-100 per day, which helped
them live a decent life,” said Nav-
deep Mathur, faculty member in
the Public Systems Group at
IIM-A. Mathur added that the
project also teaches students
how a good budget will not neces-
sarily give the right experience.
“The state government may
have spent Rs 4 lakh each on pro-
viding low-income housing pro-
jects but the livelihoods have
been endangered.”

City’s beautification
hits its children hard

Chitra Unnithan | TNN

No. Of Child
Labourers At
Six Year High:
IIM-A Study 

Ahmedabad: Saint Tyagaraja, a
member of Carnatic music’s trini-
ty of hallowed composers, wrote
‘Endaro Mahanubhavulu’ as part
of Pancharatna Kritis. The work’s
title means ‘There are many great
figures’, to whom the saint offers
salutations (‘Andariki Vandana-
mulu’ or ‘my namaskaras to all’).
That spirit of thankfulness and ap-
preciation italicized the thoughts
of Manju Mehta as the Saptak Mu-
sic Festival’s 32nd season was
about to begin, on Sunday at Am-
rut Mody School of Management.
Mehta — who now curates Sap-
tak’s cultural potency — paid trib-
ute to the principal custodians of
the festival’s heritage. 

“Saptak’s success relies on the
support and guidance of people
like Prafull Anubhai, a member of
the music conference’s advisory
board,” Mehta said. “And of course
on the Amdavadi audience’s back-
ing, and their discernment.”

Mehta’s daughter, Hetal Mehta
Joshi — a tabla exponent who sus-
tains the Banaras Baaj in Gujarat
— also reflected on the prodigious
goodwill and effort the festival

needs. “Without the encourage-
ment and initiatives of friends
such as Rupande Shah, Bharti
Parikh and H C Kapasi, it would
have been impossible to nur-
ture the Saptak legacy,” Hetal
said. She, like her mother, salut-
ed the city’s rasikas. “Perform-
ing in front of Ahmedabad’s au-
diences is always rewarding
and satisfying,” she said.

For their part, many Hin-
dustani exponents express
wholehearted gratitude to

Manju Mehta for her compassion
and energy. “At last year’s Saptak,
till about half-an-hour before my
recital, I had no tabla player,” said
Suchismita Das, a sparking vo-
calist from the Patiala Gharana.
“My original accompanist could
not make it because of some
problem. But Manjuji and Pandit
Vishwamohan Bhattji helped me
a lot. Despite their stature, they
really went out of their way to en-
sure my performance took place.
Iwill always be grateful to them.”

Saptak begins with
a vote of thanks

Kannan Somasundaram | TNN

Tributes Paid To
Custodians Of
India’s Premier

Festival, Including
Amdavadis
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(Top) Ali Abbas Khan performs on the opening day of 32nd edition of
Saptak; and spell-bound audience 

Ahmedabad: A student of Entrepreneurship De-
velopment Institute of India (EDI) is ready to ex-
tend a helping hand to diabetes patients the natu-
ral way. He is in the process of setting up cottage
industries for diabetic medicine.

Deepak Patel, a student of Postgraduate Diplo-
ma in Management (PGDM) in business entrepre-
neurship at EDI, is gearing up to start his own ven-
ture of selling ash gourd juice. The 23-year-old
student’s idea is to bottle the juice and make it
available in stores so that the juice is conveniently
available for diabetics.

“Ash gourd is a traditionally known medicine
that maintains the sugar level of diabetic patients.
I have tested the medicinal properties of the juice
in scientific laboratories too,” said Patel. 

He took the opportunity of his two-month long
internship at the Central Food Technological Re-
search Institute (CFTRI) at Mysore to test the me-
dicinal properties of ash gourd juice. “My plan is to
link up with lower income families in the city who
are interested in setting up small plants for extract-
ing and bottling the juice in their homes. These me-
chanical setups can cost as low as Rs 30,000 each.
My role will be to train them in processing ash
gourd juice, and also in collecting their products
and marketing them,” said Patel.

Talking about his plans to set up the business in
Ahmedabad, Patel, who belongs to Delhi said, “Op-
portunities for entrepreneurship abound in Guja-
rat because of the policies here and the entrepre-
neurial spirit among the people here.”

Patel estimates that he will be able to sell a bot-
tle containing 200 milliliters of ash gourd juice at a
rate of Rs 15 each. “We will not be using any preser-
vatives other than salt in the product. The bottled
product, however, can be stored without getting
spoilt for 20 days,” said Patel. “Diabetic patients
can store the products at their homes and consume
the juice at their convenience,” he further ex-
plained. “All plans are in place. I am just waiting for
the completion of my course in March 2012.”

EDI student’s health is wealth
formula: To bottle ash gourd juice

Dayananda Yumlembam | TNN

IDEA OF THE SEASON 

TOI

Ahmedabad: After getting
managerial inputs from the
Indian Institute of Manage-
ment Ahmedabad (IIM-A), the
Indian Railways will now re-
ceive design solutions from
the country’s leading design
institute. The National Insti-
tute of Design (NID) is plan-
ning to set up a design centre
for the Indian Railways at its
campus in 2012.

The institute’s plan to set
up such a centre materialized
following railway minister
Dinesh Trivedi’s visit to the
campus on December 23.
NID’s idea for the centre is to
re-solve all design issues relat-
ed to railways, which is one of
the world’s largest public sec-
tor employer.

“Indian Railways touches
the life of the rich and the poor
and connects the length and
breadth of the country. And
we see lots of opportunities to
solve various issues in the sec-
tor through design,” said di-
rector of NID Pradyumna
Vyas. “Apart from the learn-
ing opportunity for students,
it will also be an opportunity
for the institute to serve the
sector through its expertise.”

The idea was put forth to
the minister during his recent
visit to the campus after he
showed keen interest in the
matter. The institute will put a
formal proposal to the minis-
try in January 2012.

Talking about the centre,
Vyas said that it will encour-
age students of various disci-
plines like product design,
graphics design, textiles,
transportation and automo-
bile design to take up hypo-
thetical projects related to In-
dian Railways. The best of
these projects will be present-
ed to railways officials.

“We already have a lot of
hypothetical design projects
based on Indian railways that
were carried out by our stu-
dents with guidance from fac-
ulties. The coming of such a
centre can accelerate such ac-
tivities to generate a variety of
designs related to the railways
ranging from uniform for the
staff to interiors of compart-
ments, furniture at platforms
and berths as well as provid-
ing better services to passen-
gers in terms of reservation
and comfort, among other
things,” said Vyas.

NID has earlier carried out
design projects for Mumbai
local train and Mumbai
Monorail.

NID plans to set
up design centre

for railway
Dayananda Yumlembam | TNN

Ahmedabad: They say that Amdava-
dis are way too cautious about their
money and there are numerous jokes
about miserly Amdavadi. However, it is
not exactly the reality when it comes to
shelling out money when caught on the
wrong foot by the city traffic cops. While
most prefer to offer bribe of Rs 20 or 30,
others don’t mind pay-

ing Rs 50, get-
ting a challan
and noncha-
lantly driv-
ing away.

The year-
end figures

by the city
traffic police

indicate just that.
The fine collection has
jumped from Rs 7.89 crore in 2010 to Rs
9.32 crore in 2011, that is an increase of
Rs 1.43 crore or over Rs 39,100 a day!

The city traffic department has long
mooted the proposal of raising the mini-
mum fine amount from Rs 50 to Rs 100
and in some cases, up to Rs 500. However,
the proposal is still pending with the
state government.

Deputy commissioner of police
(traffic) S M Khatri told TOI that people
don’t understand that monetary penal-
ty exists not earn money but as a deter-
rent. “When the prices have skyrocket-
ed in all the spheres of life, Rs 50 is not
such a big amount. So far, we have not
been able to identify the repeated of-
fenders but in 2012 we are hoping to
change that too. We have now collabo-
rated with the RTO officials to get de-
tails of the vehicle registration. We are
thus proposing to increase the fine

amount depending on the offence regis-
tered. We can then also take punitive ac-
tion such as cancellation or suspension
of licence for a stipulated period,” he
said.

Some experts, however, believe that
raising the amount of fine would not re-
sult into fewer offences. Gauri Wag-
neaar, member of Ahmedabad Traffic
Consultative Committee (ATCC) said
that no amount is enough to deter the of-

fenders. “We have a mindset that the
fines are for the traffic police to make
money. Same issue was raised when the
city traffic police started drive against
overcrowded school autos and vans.
Parents felt that it was to harass them.
The only way we can make people re-
sponsible is through education. We be-
lieve that knowledge always has a subtle
impact on behaviour of a person,” she
said.

Proposal To Raise Penalty Amount From .̀ 50 Is Pending With The Govt

NO WORRIES: A traffic policeman challans a bike rider; and (below) a health check-up
camp organized as part of Traffic Week celebrations at Gaekwad Haveli on Sunday 

Bhadresh Gajjar

No U-turn: Offenders pay .̀ 9 cr fine 
Parth Shastri | TNN

Ahmedabad: Chief minister Narendra
Modi will felicitate devotees from Gujarat
who have undertaken the Kailash Mansa-
rovar Yatra during the past three years. Of-
ficials in the Gujarat Pavitra Yatradham
Vikas Board (GPYVB) said that the CMO
has given a nod for a felicitation function to
be held on January 18, 2012. Cheques will
be distributed to those yatris who have not
received subsidy from the state govern-
ment in the last three years.

“Yatris would be felicitated and receive
subsidy cheques from Modi on January 18.
400 yatris who undertook the pilgrimage
during the past three years would receive
the subsidy at the function to be held at Ta-
gore Hall,” Mahendra Trivedi, chairman

GPYVB said. Officials said that invitation
letters informing the yatris about this pro-
gramme would be sent out soon.

TOI had recently reported that yatris
who had undertook the pilgrimage during
the past three years were irked that the

state government has not released the sub-
sidy meant for them. The government
gives each yatri Rs 23,000 to cover a part of
the Rs 1 lakh expense but has not released
the money since 2009.

The GPYVB officials said that since
Modi usually doles out the cheques during
felicitation programmes held for the ya-
tris, they had forwarded the file seeking a
date from the CM but no date was granted. 

Gujarat sends maximum yatris to
Mansarovar, one of the most revered and
challenging pilgrimages in the country.
Gujarat was also the first state in the coun-
try to start the scheme in 1998, offering Rs
20,000 in cash and a pilgrimage kit worth
Rs 3,000 to the yatris. Delhi, Karnataka,
MP, Uttarakhand and Chhattisgarh have
also started giving subsidy.

Bharat Yagnik | TNN

Subsidy cheques will be distributed to
devotees at a function on January 18

Modi to felicitate Mansarovar pilgrims 

FRESH BEGINNING 
Bhadresh Gajjar

People gather in large number outside Methodist Church at Maninagar on Sunday to celebrate the New Year

I
f you are in Delhi and you are driving
a vehicle with ‘Applied for

registration’ sign, the traffic policeman
can demand Rs 2,000 from you apart
from penalizing the vehicle owner. If
you are a minor, you will have to shell
out an additional Rs 500. Similarly, over
speeding attracts fine of Rs 400 for the
first offence and Rs 500 for the second
offence. Mumbai and Pune have the
minimum fine of Rs 100 that can go up
to Rs 500 depending on the offences.
Compared to that, Gujarat has uniform
fine amount of Rs 50 for majority of the
cases that goes up to Rs 100 if the
vehicle is towed. TNN

Metros have up to
.̀ 2,000 penalty 

A
n Ahmedabad Traffic Consultative
Committee member said that the

best way to start developing good
habits is through children. “They learn
quickly and also see to it that the
parents follow the rule. We tell them
that would they like it if their nears and
dears get hurt on the road because of
their own mistake or mistake of
somebody else? When they answer in
negative, we teach them about dos and
don’ts of the traffic safety. The most
important thing however is to imbibe
the good practices in daily routine and
not confining it to the training sessions
as children learn by observing the
elders,” said a member. TNN

Children can make a
difference on streets 

NID students of
disciplines like product
design, graphics
design, textiles,
transportation and
automobile design will
be able to take up
projects related to IR
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