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AHMEDABAD STIRS UP GLOBAL CULTURE CURRY 

Ahmedabad: The five-decade
old ‘Hindi-Chini Bhai-Bhai’
slogan is all set to get a new
twist — ‘Gujarati-Chini Part-
ner-Partner’. Aapnu Amdavad
is now gearing up to host a
grand Chinese New Year cele-
bration on January 26. 

From tips to use chopsticks
to recipes for authentic hakka
noodles; and from lessons in
traditional Chinese tea to
crash course in Mandarin lan-
guage, the celebrations are set
to teach Amdavadis the basics
in Chinese etiquettes. 

Interestingly, for the first
time, Chinese dance troupes
will perform traditional lion
and dragon dance and artists
will sing the Chinese New Year
song. A film festival and a quiz
show on India and China have
also been organized. 

The Gujarat chapter of the
India China Economic & Cul-
tural Council (ICEC) is lining
up the celebrations and firm-
ing up plans with the govern-

about Gujarat. As culture acts
as a bridge between people
from different regions, the new
year gave us perfect reason to
celebrate this new friendship
and create awareness about
China in Gujarat,” said Zhang
Zhihong, counsellor — cultur-
al, Embassy of Peoples Repub-
lic Of China in India. 

The event has been orga-
nized at Karnavati Club, where
a large Chinese contingent in-
cluding diplomats and media
persons would participate. 

“We couldn’t get a better
day — Republic Day — for orga-
nizing the Chinese New Year
festivities in the city. The cele-
brations will serve as kaleido-
scope to Chinese culture for
Amdavadis. The culinary de-
lights to be served at 
Chinese food festival and dance
shows will add to the experi-
ence,” said Jagat Shah, 
chairman ICEC. 

ments of Gujarat and China.
The event is seen as a precursor
to the Vibrant Gujarat summit
in 2013 where the state govern-
ment is expecting Chinese

companies to play a big role. 
“After the visit of Gujarat

chief minister Narendra Modi,
there is a high level of aware-
ness and interest in China

Mega bash to mark Chinese New Year 
Ankur Jain | TNN

SOON TO MARCH IN ON CITY STREETS
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Ahmedabad: Anna Hazare
may be projected as the 21st
century Gandhi who is using
the Mahatma’s ways towards
ridding the country of cor-
ruption. But the only Gand-
hian university in the world –
Gujarat Vidyapith – has few
takers for its course on Gand-
hian thought. The silver lin-
ing, however, is that Gandhi-
ji’s aura has continued to
spread across the world, and
this is reflected in foreign stu-
dents regularly coming to the
Vidyapith to better under-
stand the apostle of peace.

Latest in the group is
three professors from Mexi-
can universities who have
chosen to live in Ahmedabad
for three years as part of a
faculty exchange pro-
gramme. At the end of it, they
hope to take a little bit of
Gandhi back with them.

The professors will learn
Gujarati in the first year and
then translate some of Gand-
hiji’s writings from Gujarati
to Spanish in the remaining
two years. “We see no point in
translating Gandhiji’s writ-
ing from English, which is al-
ready a translation,” says Za-
rina Estello Aguirre Lozano,
one of the professors from
Universidad de Guadalajara
who have come to the Vidya-
pith as part of the pro-
gramme. “We would prefer to
translate from original Guja-
rati so that the essence is
maintained.”

Besides the language, the
professors also want to soak
in the experiences of the city
of Ahmedabad which pre-

pared Gandhiji for the final
assault on the Raj. “We want
to understand the environ-
ment and the culture of Guja-
rat and then translate Gand-
hiji’s writings,” said Alberto
Guillermo Lopez Ruiz, who
teaches politics back home.
“We hope to take back a Gand-
hi with us that people in our
country don’t know.”

The professors add they
have many books available in
Mexico but they want to go
beyond the available litera-
ture. They also hope to write
about the Gujarati people. 

“In Mexico, we are taught
Gandhi as part of world his-
tory. The Mahatma com-
mands a lot of respect in our
country. He is seen as a free-
dom fighter and a man who
stood for truth and non-vio-
lence,” says Antonio Rodri-
guez, professor of adminis-
tration. “We will live on
vegetarian food because
Gandhi believed in it. We
have also decided to live in

the Vidyapith campus. At
present, we are living on rice
and dal, and plan to learn
about more varieties of Guja-
trati food.”

Kamlersh Dave of the Vi-
dyapith, who speaks Span-
ish, has started teaching the
group Gujarati, “They seem
to be quick learners,” he says
of his new students. “They
have already started con-
structing small sentences.”

The Vidyapith recently
signed MoUs with three Mex-
ican universities -University
of San Luis, University of
Guadalajara and the Nation-
al Autonomous University of
Mexico (UNAM). The deal
took almost three years of
hectic paper work corre-
spondences and visits of in-
stitutional heads. The first
part of the program includes
participants coming to the
Vidyapith to learn Gujarati,
while students from Vidya-
pith will be in Mexico to learn
Spanish.

Mahatma’s Mexican fans
make Vidyapith their home

Bharat Yagnik | TNN

Students of a course on Gandhian theories for international peace 

Yogesh Chawda

Ahmedabad: Chinese, who have
usurped major market-share world-
wide, are looking at Ahmedabad to
hone their entrepreneurial skills. A
delegation had visited from China to
attend a programme on entrepre-
neurship at Entrepreneurship De-
velopment Institute of India (EDI).

“We learnt that Gujarat is the
centre of entrepreneurial activities
in India because of the entrepreneu-
rial spirit among the people here as
well as other geographical factors
like its long coastline and a strong
initiative from the state govern-
ment. So it was just appropriate for
us to associate with EDI in Gujarat
and learn about entrepreneurship

from the institute,” said Zhou Chang
Chung, deputy dean of faculty of
Management and Economics at
Kunming University of Science
Technology in the Yunnan province
in China.

Chung was taking part in a facul-
ty development programme in en-
trepreneurship at EDI along with as-
sociate professors at Kunming
University of Science Technology
Xiong Bin and Fuhong in
December 2011.

“We do not have a structured pro-
gramme solely dedicated to entre-
preneurship in our university yet.
So we want to learn from EDI on how
to develop such a model for our stu-
dents. At the moment, we offer entre-
preneurial courses to our students,

as a part of other subjects, only in
the final year of the four-year pro-
gramme,” said Bin.

Highlighting classroom features
that were interesting to them, Bin

said: “We are impressed with the dy-
namic interaction between students
and faculties in the classrooms in In-
dia. We notice that there is rigorous
interaction, discussion and ex-
change of knowledge and experi-
ence among students as well as be-
tween students and faculties.”

The delegates also pointed out
that the functioning of institutes
like EDI, which act as a bridge be-
tween the government and the enter-
prises, is a very interesting system. 

“We are looking forward to have
faculty and students exchange be-
tween our university and EDI so that
we can learn from each other. We are
also proposing to set up a joint re-
search centre with EDI at our Uni-
versity,” said Bin.

Dayananda Yumlembam | TNN

Entrepreneurs from world’s factory take lessons here 

Ahmedabad:Three years back,
when the German designer and
curator Volker Albus, visited In-
dia for the first time, its abun-
dant craftsmanship and rich tra-
dition inspired him and the idea
of the exhibition ‘New Olds’
took its genesis. The exhibition
which opened on January 24 at
the National Institute of Design
(NID) gallery, displays 58 prod-
ucts from 45 international de-
signers which marry traditional
methods in products meant for
contemporary consumers.

Albus, a curator with IfA,
Stuttgart, Germany, for 12 years,
said conducting ‘New olds’ at a
space like NID, which produces
future designers, is important.
“Many designers from South
Asian countries look towards
the west for inspiration. Howev-
er, there exists a much deeper
tradition here which is often for-
gotten. Innovative inspirations
can be connected to traditions,”

he said. The products on display
are a testimony to this thought.

Also the connection has ex-
tended to addition of Indian de-
signers, Errol Pires, Rajiv Jassal
and Bikram Mittra, from NID, in
the exhibition. 

On display, thus, are furni-
ture made by traditional knot-
ting methods using recycled
plastic and natural wood. There
are oriental carpets made on
modern patterns and parcel
packs printed with traditional
motifs which also substitute as

carpets. Interestingly the plastic
chairs available in India have in-
spired many European design-
ers to explore the form in materi-
als available locally. These
chairs are also on display. 

“This exhibition is also an
important marker in the cele-
brations of 60 years of Indo- Ger-
man diplomatic friendship. It
will now travel to Pune and Hyd-
erabad,” said Dr Marla Stuken-
berg, director of Max Mueller
Bhavan, who is organizing the
exhibition for IfA at NID.

New olds: Between
tradition and innovation

Nisha Nair | TNN

Visitors at the exhibition organized at NID 

Dhaval Bharwad

Ahmedabad: The PG entrance test
for medical students will be held on
January 29. Officials said that for
the first time, students will not be al-
lowed toilet breaks for the first
one-and-a-half hour of the
three hour duration of the
exam to avoid copying.

Gujarat Universi-
ty (GU) officials said
that this time, the
PG entrance
test will be
held in 12
differ-
ent
build-
ings in-
stead of
the KS
School
of
Busi-
ness
Management where the test was
held in the past. “There was, howev-
er, huge number of complaints that
the students used to fix a time, meet
in the toilet and exchange notes.
This way, mass copying used to take
place”, officials said.

To prevent this, the GU has de-

cided to ban the students from leav-
ing the examination hall for a toilet
break for the first one-and-half
hour of the exam. 

In all, 1,973 students will be ap-
pearing for the PG test for 170 medi-
cal seats, 50 dental, 28 nursing and 48
physiotherapy seats.

The officials said that four ver-
sions of the exam paper will be dis-

tributed to check
copying. Since

the test has
multiple
choice
questions,
the differ-
ent versions
will make it
difficult for
students to
copy off
hand.

The stu-
dents will be
given the an-
swer key to
the PG en-
trance test
immediately
after the exam

so that they can in-
stantly know about their perform-
ance. 

Also, instead of teachers from
medical colleges, teachers from sci-
ence faculty will be roped in for su-
pervision so that they are not able to
help the students with answers. 

No bio breaks during
PG med entrance test

Exam To Be
Held On Jan 29

Ahmedabad:High drama unfolded at the Gujarat Uni-
versity (GU) office on Tuesday evening as a team of city
police officials from SC/ST cell visited the campus to in-
vestigate the atrocity case against vice-chancellor (VC)

Parimal Trivedi. 
While senior GU officials

were missing from the scene,
the reconstruction of incidents
between Trivedi and Pankaj
Shrimali, a GU professor and
complainant in the case, at-
tracted a lot of onlookers.

Shrimali, who was present
at the scene, protested and gave a written statement to D
D Chaudhary, deputy superintendent of police, SC/ST
cell and investigating officer in the case. He said, “Inves-
tigating officers keep changing in the case, putting the

whole process under a
cloud. Never before have we
seen reconstruction in a
complaint of this nature.”

Shrimali’s protest effectively stopped the reconstruct-
ion and the cops went back after questioning witnesses.

Earlier in the day, Trivedi chose not to comment on
the developments in four-year-old atrocities case even
as Gujarat high court ordered city police to file a final re-
port against him. An FIR was filed against VC for hur-
ling a casteist slur at college professor Shrimali in May
2008. “No comments,” is all that the V-C had to offer to
media persons who interacted with him for the first
time since the court order. “I have complete faith in the
judicial system and complete trust in my God. Only a
picture of my God will go with me if and when I leave
this office,” said Trivedi.

Chaudhary said, “We want to determine position of
the witnesses in the case so we had two cops conversing
at the spot where the incident took place.”

Reconstruction in
atrocity case ends with
cops quizzing witnesses 

GU VC UNDER
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Chinese entrepreneurs at EDI
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t was a ‘mammoth’ 
rescue act for the 
Ahmedabad Fire 

and Emergency 
Services (AFES) 
officials. A bull fell 
into a dug-up sewage 
line near Gomtipur 
crossroads at Prakash 
petrol pump on 
Monday night while 
fighting another bull. 
“The task was very 
difficult for us. A 
team of four brought 
it out after an eight-
hour-long operation. 
A veterinary doctor  
tended to the animal’s  
injuries  after the 
rescue operation. The 
local residents also 
helped us a lot,” said 
a senior AFES official.
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